BMC Sandstone Open Meeting - 6th October 2013

Present: Tim Skinner, Karen Vaughan, Zara Bloomfield, Adrian Paisey, Sarah Cullen, Charlotte Cullen, Mick Canning, Emma Harrington, Daimon Beail, Malcolm McPherson, Andy Meyers, Chris Gibson, Graham Adcock, Richard Fox, Anne Jenkins (Withyham Parish Councillor), Chris Jenkins, Sarah Tullis, Tom Hayhurst, Chris Searle, Martin Scott, Cat Gallagher, Lawrence Butcher, Joel Armstrong, Lawrence Reading, Barnaby Ventham, Danny Citchfield, Edwin Jenkins, Gwain Theobald, Steve Jackson, Bob Moulton (Chair)

1	Welcome and Apologies
a.	BM welcomed all to the meeting.
b.	Apologies: Chris Tullis, Robin Mazinke, Sarah Goodman, Mike Vetterlein

2	Minutes of the 12.5.13 Meeting 
Approved for accuracy as far as anyone could remember.

3	Harrison’s Rocks

a.	Car Park, Toilet Block and Campsite
BM introduced the subject by suggesting that the positions before and after the end of Sport England's lease in November 2014 be discussed separately. However after discussion when strong views were expressed that the emphasis should be on getting the toilets back in use by using local voluntary, qualified labour as soon as possible, the two matters were discussed as one.

TS explained Sport England's (SE) position as being that they were not prepared to get the toilet block into use in the short term because of the cost and the expectation that the block would be demolished by November 2014. 

RF reported on the contacts that he had made at various levels of both SE and the Forestry Commission (FC) and other bodies, and that he was planning to set up a meeting with all interested parties in the near future. The FC Chief Executive had told RF that the FC would not agree to the toilet block being demolished until all attempts to find a sustainable solution to enable its continued existence had been exhausted. RF thought that there was a real chance of their being agreement to make a Community Asset Transfer of the toilet block, probably to the local Parish Council (Withyham). This would attract funding by grants from various bodies, although a lot of work would still be needed to achieve this. He was still hoping to get hold of the specification from Sport England of the work needed to be done on the toilet block, and he said that he was 95% confident that the toilet block would not be demolished.

AJ said that the Parish Council were very concerned as to the possible loss of the toilet block, which was seen as being an asset for the community and not just for climbers. The Parish Council wanted to be involved although it only had limited funds.
  
It was agreed that a working group would be set up coordinated by GT to get a professional survey done on the toilet block and to detail local, volunteer, qualified electricians, plumbers, builders etc to do the work. This would then be presented to Sport England as evidence that the toilet block could be bought up to the required standard so that it could be brought back into service as soon as possible at minimal cost (for materials etc). 

Details as to how the campsite would operate if/when the toilet block is reopened and the layout/repair/remodelling of the car park to standards required by the FC would need to be sorted out once the future of the car park is determined. BM made the point that the campsite (known as the Julie Tullis Memorial Campsite) had made a financial input to the Julie Tullis Fund, which was now administered by the BMC and whose aims were to make grants to women and disabled climbers, and he hoped that this could continue.

LR said that although the Bowles Trust had looked at the possibility of taking on the car park/toilet block/campsite and had decided against doing this, he would like to see the costs as laid out in the HRMG budget. Others at the meeting said that they would like to have access to this information. TS said that he would seek advice from the BMC as to whether he could release this information to non-members of HRMG. 

(After the meeting RF asked that his thanks be passed on to those present for the reception that he had received.)

b.	Cement and Resin Work
Following the good progress made last year by MC, he had been unable to do any cement work this year due to back problems. GT volunteered to take on the work, which could only be started in the spring/summer.

MC wasn't certain that he would be unable to any resin work as originally planned, but he had been unable to set up a training session with Mike Vetterlein. AP reported that a lot of people were now applying their own chemicals to worn holds, some of whom were using the wrong methods. It was agreed that people should be advised of best practice and that information should be recorded of who had done what. To this end BM undertook to talk to MV with a view to arranging a training session/workshop.

c.	Bolt Testing/Inspection 
TS reported that this had been done during the summer, although due to it being done by a single team of three and some time after the summer solstice they had finished in near darkness! 

d.	Woodland Management Plan TS reported: the area being done this year was below Isolated Buttress. He had booked the contractor who had done the felling last year, Tony Flint, to do this in the last week of November. The clear up work was to be done by volunteers on the weekend of 30.11.13, with a further weekend to follow in December if necessary. TF had also been asked to quote for the tree work in the 10-metre corridor along the foot of the rocks (crown-lifting and some felling).

MMcP reported on a beech tree that he had seen fall down in front of him while on a bike ride, and expressed concern as to the safety of the beech trees at Harrison's. TS replied that work had been done recently to cut back some of the beech branches overhanging the rocks, and that it had been agreed that a survey would be done of all of the beech trees. The person recommended by the BMC to do this had pulled out of the job, and TS would now be contacting one of the two firms recommended by the Wealden DC Tree Preservation Officer.

4	High Rocks
It was agreed that an SVG work day would be done at High Rocks in the new year. 

5	Bowles
LR reported: a considerable amount of vegetation had been cut back, and a large block of sandstone had appeared on the ground below Sapper, but he had been unable to identify where it had come from!

DB said that he had found it difficult to buy a season ticket from the office. The best advice was to phone up.

6	Bulls Hollow It was agreed that an SVG work day would be done to complete the SVG work that had been done the winter before last at the bottom of the crag, which also now needed to be redone. 

7	Eridge Green Rocks
BM reported that he had been unable to arrange for him and SJ  to meet with the Sussex Wildlife Officer that had been agreed at the last meeting, but he had left a message on her answerphone and he hoped to arrange this soon. He would raise the subject of placing bolts, which had been discussed at the last meeting and on which opinion had been divided. after which the subject would be discussed further at the next open meeting.

8	Stone Farm
BM reported on the Alcohol and Music Licence application that he been made by the owner of the fields below the Rocks, and on the widening of the bridleway above the Rocks. The Licence question had been resolved satisfactorily in that conditions were agreed that included that all music and alcohol will be confined to a building some 1300 metre from the Rocks. The work done on the bridleway was within its owners rights, and it hoped that vegetation will soon grow up to soften its impact.

It was agreed that no SVG work would be done this winter at Stone Farm. 


9	The SVG Website ( www.Sandstonevolunteers.org.uk )
The new website designed by SJ was now up and running. Some further information needed to be added. There was a general discussion about the best way to spread information about SVG work (also the Steve Durkin Trust), and it was stated that more use should be made of social media. It was agreed that provided one person in each group received GA's emails, they could then pass the message on. DB announced that the website www.Southernsandstoneclimbs.co.uk   was intended to be a central point for communicating to all those involved with Southern Sandstone.

10	The Steve Durkin Sandstone Trust
GA reported on the latest bulletin, which can be downloaded from the SDST website www.sdst.org.uk/ . There was discussion about the aims of the trust to make small (for the time being) grants for projects to conserve the sandstone outcrops.

11	Date of the Next Meeting
Sunday 18th May 2014 in the same venue.


